Greetings from Tigertown!

We hope this finds you and your family happy, healthy and looking
forward to Spring!

Whether you follow Punxsutawney Phil or Staten Island Chuck, either
way, Spring is right around the corner! February is a magical time of
year as we get occasional spring-like days that give us glimpses of the
warmer weather to come. The cooler days also remind us to be thankful
for all that we are currently experiencing-such as the success of our
men's basketball team this season!

This month, I'd like to share
with you the story of a
"magical carpet ride": the
success story of Jim
Salamony '69.

James (Jim) Salamony 69

describes his Clemson degree

as a “'magic carpet -

transporting him through a life of tremendous opportunities and
happiness.” Graduating from Clemson was the catalyst for everything
agreat that has happened in his life. "It allowed me to get an all-expense-
paid Masters Degree in Chemical Engineering at Purdue University. Later,
I was able to get an MBA from Golden Gate University while working full
time.”

Jim has achieved wisdom and success, which he humbly shares with
family and friends over the years, and he is prepared to share it with
Clemson students — both today and tomorrow, by providing them with
their own magic carpet.

\ Jim and his wife Jane have lived an
enjoyable life — thanks in large part to
discipline and his desire to understand
financial and real estate markets, which
has positioned his assets to "make
them work for him."”

Jim was born in Orangeburg, South
Carolina, and lived in several cities
across the state before attending
Clemson University in 1965 as a
Chemical Engineering major.
Jim says, "Clemson was our family
university.” His mother attended
Winthrop College, and she had always
talked about Clemson. Jim explains,
"She picked out my desk at Clemson the day I was born, and from then
on, I knew that's where I would go.” An uncle and many cousins are also
Clemson graduates.

While at Clemson, Jim recalls the impact various professors had on him.
One who always comes to mind is Dr. '
Charles Littlejohn. Known for decades
as the "Father of Chemical Engineering
at Clemson,” Littlejohn poured himself
into his students, taking a personal
interest in them. Jim says, "He taught
us so much about Chemical
Engineering; and about life,
professionalism, and how to best
represent Clemson.” He adds, "He was
a father figure for many of us, and we
all wanted to make him proud.”

Jim considers himself fortunate to have
been mentored by Dr. Littlejohn,
learning from the experiences and vast
knowledge he graciously shared. Littlejohn was the catalyst to prepare
Jim - and his fellow Chemical Engineering majors - for outstanding
success, not just in Engineering, but also even in Medicine and Law.

Jim hopes by giving back to Clemson specifically to help needy South
Carolina students within the College of Engineering, Computing and
Applied Sciences (CECAS), he can pass on a similar impact that
Littlejohn had on him. Through his generous support, Jim is ensuring
future engineers and scientists will be prepared to help our world solve
the grand challenges of today and tomorrow.

In addition to an annual
scholarship, Jim has made
a significant planned gift
that will eventually give
Clemson most of his net
worth. As of today, the
amount exceeds $15
million; however, Jim is
hopeful that it will continue to increase between now and when his
ultimate bequest is realized as his real estate and stock market
investments continue to appreciate.

After completing ROTC at Clemson, Jim served in the United States Air
Force for four years, during which time he was stationed in New Mexico,
Korea and California. At his request, his time in the Air Force ended in
the San Francisco area in 1975, and he has lived there ever since.

After the Air Force, Jim got a job as Plant Engineer at Airco Industrial
Gases in Richmond, California and purchased his first home in Marin
County just north of the Golden Gate Bridge. When he developed a low-
cost method of purifying oxygen, Airco wanted to promote him to their
engineering group at company headquarters in Murray Hill, New Jersey.
Rather than transfer to the East Coast, Jim joined Kaiser Aluminum and
Chemical Corporation, which was also in the Bay Area, and bought his
second home closer to his new job.

Planning long-term, Jim had hoped to retire to his first home in Marin
County. Coincidentally, he met a couple who originally had similar plans.
The couple had sold their first home in Marin, and years later, the cost of
the house had appreciated so much that they could no longer afford to
buy it back. That information inspired Jim to keep his first house and
turn it into a rental property.

After two years, Jim was surprised to learn that he was making more
money on his two home investments (from appreciation and rental
income) than he was working as a full-time engineer. Therefore, he
devised a plan to purchase ten houses over ten years and after 20 years
working as an Air Force officer and a Chemical Engineer, Jim's real
estate investments allowed him to retire at the age of 44.

Jim and Jane like to be active, and they enjoy travel and taking cruises

all over the world- in fact, he recently went on his 78t cruise. The
pandemic halted their travel for several years, then they made the
decision to carefully resume their adventures. Jim says, "We have loved
every trip. One thing we like about cruising is everything is included in
the original cost of the cruise; therefore, we can relax and enjoy our
time meeting other guests and experiencing local cultures without
thinking about money.” Jim and Jane are life-long learners and, with the
Internet, they are able to find the best values in airfares, hotels, cruises
and car rentals. Their latest cruise on a brand-new ship only cost
$38/person/day. lim said, "The food alone was worth more than that!”

The frugal habits Jim adopted which allowed him to purchase 10 houses
stay with him to this day. "Once you realize how beneficial careful
money management is, it never leaves you.” Warren Buffett is one of
Jim's role models and, in spite of his multi-billion-dollar fortune, he also
lives frugally.

Jim is an inspiration for those of us who wish to continue to build our
wealth for a secure retirement. He enjoys helping others and will share
his personal plan for financial success which is now known as Financial
Independence and Retire Early (FI.R.E.).

To Clemson students specifically, Jim shares advice that he garnered
through his education, experiences and as a professional engineer and
investor. Jim says, "A degree from Clemson will open doors for you to
become anything you want to be, if you're willing to work at it. That is
why I am enthusiastic about investing in scholarships for South Carolina
students who cannot otherwise afford a Clemson education.” While he
encourages students to choose a career that will support them
financially, he stresses the importance of choosing a major and career
that they enjoy. "Work is easier and more enjoyable if you like what you
do.”

You can read Jim's full story HERE.

Jim sacrificed to make money early in his career, and today, that money
is working for him - allowing him to enjoy a comfortable, secure and
happy life while sharing it with others in a meaningful way. According to
Jim, "It truly is better to give, than to receive. Giving to a worthy cause
makes you feel great.”

And for Clemson Tigers, there is no greater feeling than giving back to
support the next generation of promising Cubs at the place we so dearly
love, by funding their magic carpet ride to their destination. We hope
you will reach out to our team to discuss how you can also make a
difference for future Clemson students through a planned gift. Please
visit our website or send a personal email to us at giving@clemson.edu.
And for more information about general estate planning, please
download our free Wills Guide, which is designed to help you navigate
your thoughts and plans before you visit with your attorney.

We wish you very happy final days of winter and hope to see you on
campus as Spring makes its arrival! In the meantime, let's enjoy these
final days of the winter season and continue cheering on our basketball
team - GO TIGERS!

Gratefully yours,
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JoVanna J. King

Senior Associate Vice President for Development
110 Daniel Drive

Clemson, SC 29631

864.656.0663 telephone

864.940.7983 mobile

jovanna@clemson.edu

I Finances

Home Depot Supplies Earnings

Treasury Yields Rise

Mortgage Rates Increase

Savvy Living

Tips and Tools for Retiring Abroad

What are the key factors to consider when
retiring abroad? My husband and I will soon be
retiring and are interested in moving outside of
the United States.

Read More »

Washington News

Secure 2.0 Increases Retirement Accounts

The Secure 2.0 Act of 2022 was signed into law

in late December 2022. It included several

benefits that enable employees to increase

their retirement account value. These

provisions include a change in the required minimum distribution
(RMD) age from 72 to...

Read More »

Personal Planner

Life Insurance - Costs and Benefits

Let's look at the "top five" reasons people give
for not owning life insurance.

Read More »

Donor Stories

Learn how others have made an impact at Clemson through their
acts of giving.

Empowering the Y
Next Generation '

Four years can feel
like a small blip on
life's radar; however,

for Belva White '87, \
and many others like
her, the four years

spent on the Clemson

campus was life changing. It is her Clemson Experience that
inspired Belva to make an impact on the lives of others and
empower them to become stronger and more confident in their
lives.

Thank you for your interest in planned giving. To access any of our
resources, please go to our website.
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